Hakarn ¥ northern ROUTES

The Granaries
ON BEAR MOUNTAIN

By Heather Newton

Dawson Creek has a long
tradition of preserving

bits of prairie and pioneer
architecture. The Art Gallery is
a converted grain elevator with
show space spiraling round
interior walls in Guggenheim-
like fashion. The museum/
tourist info center is housed
in an old train station and
then there s Pioneer Village
with a collection of several
churches, schools, homes and
other buildings. The latest
offering, The Granaries on
Bear Mountain, features a
unique guest house/B&B
thoughtfully crafted from
three wooden granaries that
were rescued from a ery fate
and transported to our rural
acreage.

If You Build it - A Renovation Story
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WHAT ON EARTH

POSSESSED YOU?

Some people buy property on a
lake then build a cabin. Living in
the country, we didn t feel the need
to get away from it all but we still
wanted a restful place which would
entice family down south to visit
more often, and, | fancied my own
lake. We had just nished several
years of landscaping on one half
of our 5.5 acre property and had

a tangled wasteland of half-dead
poplars and native shrubs on the
other side of the driveway. In came
the backhoe and tractor. A roughly
400,000 gallon pond was excavated
to varied depths to encourage

a diversity of local wildlife to visit
as well. Since our home space was
limited, the idea of a guesthouse
was born. A friend suggested |
could x up an old granary with
some whitewash and a good steam
cleaning. At rst it was imagined
as more of a garden folly on

the edge of the lake. When her
rancher husband said | could have

as many granaries as | wanted from
a neighboring eld, the wheels
began to turn.

WHAT THE HECK IS A GRANARY?
The New International Webster’s
Dictionary& Thesaurus of the
English Language lists granary as
granary (gra ner.e, gran er-), n. pl..ries
[L. granarium, a granary, from grana,
pl., grain.]

1. A storehouse for grain.

2. A country or region where grain

grows in abundance.

They are instantly recognizable to
prairie dwellers as the ubiquitous
structures that dot the landscape
anchoring the canvas of earth and
sky. They congregate in grain elds
and farm yards. A rag tag family
collection, all shapes and sizes
and states of dishabille, often now
shouldered aside by their modern
steel cousins. They remain
a distinctive architectural symbol
of the Peace Country celebrated
in visual arts throughout the region.
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THE PLAN OR LACK THEREOF:
In the end, there were only three
buildings that were t to travel

two rectangular ones approximately
12’ by 14’ each and one round one
17" in diameter. The roof of the
round granary had to be dismantled
in order to t under power lines

en route to its new home. One by
one, all were winched onto a truck
for the 6 km journey, then dumped

unceremoniously beside the hole
which would eventually [l to
become the lake. The original skids
that the buildings were on survived
the move but required replacing
since they were to become the
foundations of the new complex.
It was decided that each building
should remain separate and free
oating to accommodate our freeze
thaw cycles and allow for settling.
Functions were assigned to each
granary sleeping, bathing, dining/
lounging and a layout conceived that
would take advantage of the setting.
The round granary was centered on
a small point in the center of the
lake with the two smaller buildings
leading off at 45 degree angles.
Multiple French doors, skylights and
windows ood each building with
light and connect to a circular deck.
A curved courtyard wall encloses
the cobbled patio space between the
wings making it a unique indoor-
outdoor summerhouse.

Hakan¥ northern ROUTES

Next the exterior and interior
upgrades. The original ship lap
siding was left untouched for the
two smaller granaries but they
were shorn of their roof shingles
(great kindling) and clad with new
corrugated metal roo ng in a sky
blue color. The inside framing

was strengthened with plywood
and strapping, then nished with
insulation, vapor barrier, bead board

WHAT WAS DONE: OR

”YOU DON’T WANT TO TRY THIS
AT HOME, FOLKS”.

As with most renovations, even
though the granaries were a gift,
the whole project ended up costing
slightly more than anticipated!

So much for the simple white-
washing and steam cleaning. The
project had unleashed the amateur
architect in me and | was not to be

denied (within reason of course).

| bargained | would eventually have
lots of happy guests to help me pay
for the fun I was having.

paneling and dry wall. Flex board
was used to t the interior curves
of the round granary and cedar

shingles were chosen to conform

] and camou age the exterior.
To start with, separate power and

water systems had to be installed and
an additional line trenched to the
enlarged sewage lagoon. Another
road entrance and driveway were also
constructed to provide vehicle access
for contractors and guests.

Five pairs of garden doors were
installed as well as 4 single French
doors. It was a challenge trying to
line them all up and have them
opening in the right direction.
The original granary openings were
tted with salvage glass and | scouted
out some discounted old stock from
building centers and demolition
windows to reduce some of the
glazing costs. Old cedar decking
and fence boards were reused
for authentic weathered exterior
detailing repairs and window trim.

Once deposited on site, the buildings
were lifted with a picker truck

with the bathhouse being carefully
lowered over the rough plumbing
stacks and new skids. The timbers
under the round granary were
calculated to extend beyond the
buildings circumference to provide
support for the deck. The height of
the bathroom (on slightly higher
ground) determined the eventual
heights of the other granaries. Blocks
were added till all was reasonably
scaled. There is a step up to both
bedroom and bath house.

The pavilion roof was another
challenge a new larger central

ring was custom fabricated and

the roof slope increased slightly to
accommodate a stock round skylight.
New beams were cut to radiate from
the ring and new plywood sheets
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tted to the traditional cone shape.
Next, overlapping pie shaped roof
panels were custom designed in
matching blue metal to help unify
the different granaries.

After many fruitless hours with a
heavy sander on badly warped oor
boards we decided to lay locally

milled tongue and groove aspen
paneling for new ooring in the
two smaller granaries after installing
a plywood base. The round granary

oor was much stronger stuff and
still in excellent condition.

At the start of the project, it was
decided to centralize the mechanical
aspects of the plumbing and
electricity in the bath house.

To house the panel, pipes, valves
and pump, a built in bathroom
cabinet was constructed with

a raised platform to maximize
interior vertical space. The HWT
was tucked into the corner and the
pump seated underneath. Vintage
bathroom xtures from a Vancouver
demolition company were installed
and retro tted to harmonize with
the age of the granaries. A new
double-jetted tub in bead board
clad frame divides the room. To
balance the utility cupboard, a built-
in cabinet, with hutch, was designed
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to ank an antique Victorian

cast iron replace surround. By
experimenting with many molding
samples, a mantel and sides were
designed to feature the replace.
Cabinet doors were added using
more molding, MDF and salvaged
tin ceiling tiles.

The wooden wall that connects the
two small wings echoes the curve of
the round granary and sports the
same cedar shingles. One of the
original granary doors serves as the
entrance to the courtyard from the
driveway and parking area. A round
metal grate was inserted at eye level
and framed with more barn wood.
The enclosed area was leveled with
Il and laid with radiating rows of
weathered looking cement pavers
following the same contours.

AND NOW THE FUN STUFF:
Once the major work was nished
inside and out, my real work began.
I learned a bit about taping and
mudding and got lots of practice.
My crew of teenage daughters (not
really pressed labour) helped with
sanding, painting, and staining all
the trim, oors, doors, walls and
furnishings. All of the woodwork
and paneling is painted white as well

as the walls in all but the bedroom
which emanates a soothing Germ
de BIg or Wheat Germ colour
which seems entirely appropriate.

In the bathroom, we used old
louvered wooden bi-fold doors and
shutters rather than blinds or fabric
treatments to provide privacy without
blocking too much light. Curtains
were sewn from extra bed linens

for a softer feel in the bedroom

and white lace liners added for a
European look. Black and gray toile
fabrics were chosen for their timeless
appeal and second-hand furnishings
were updated with paint.

Other furnishings and antiques
were discovered at local shops
and auctions as well as stores in
Edmonton, Grande Prairie, and
Vancouver. A beautiful Victorian
buffet with undulating curves was
plumbed with a little bar sink and
recon gured to hide a microwave,
two burner hot plate & bar fridge.
Small curved shelves display
glassware and canisters. Dishes,
crockery and other small appliances
are tucked into the end cabinets.

Several clever contemporary items
were discovered at Ikea including a
rounded ip out sofa bed for extra
sleeping space which almost t






